Royal Park
Protection §

Preservation
through vigilance

Hello everyone
| hope this finds you well and staying safe both physically and mentally.
| apologise it has been a while since our last newsletter.

We were delighted to have Dr Holly Kirk from Birdlife Australia as the speaker
at the A.G.M. Her talk about the birds of Royal Park was most informative. It
was wonderful to catch up with so many on August 10™". We offered Holly a gift
of $100 as a thank you to be donated to her favourite activity at Birdlife. Her
preference was for the Birds in Schools program.

The General Meeting planned for March had to be cancelled when our speaker
Dr Lindy Lumsden returned from New Zealand not feeling well and the social
distancing rules meant we could not use Walmsley House. Lindy is a Principal
Research Scientist at Arthur Rylah Institute and a world expert on microbats.
Fortunately Lindy has said she will come and speak to us sometime in the

future.

Bats are amazing. They play an important role in
controlling insect numbers, including a range of pest
species, by eating up to half their body weight in
insects in a night. However, due to their small size,
nocturnal behaviour and cryptic roosting habits, these
valuable native mammals are rarely seen and are often
portrayed negatively in the media.

Lots of productive working bee sessions were held including weeding and
potting on plants for future plantings. We had been planning to increase the



number of sessions in concert with Serco and Friends of Royal Park to cope
with weed growth however further working bees in the park have had to be
suspended. We will certainly be busy once restrictions are lifted.

The plantings in Brens remnant area August to September were extensive after
the removal of casuarinas. We hope to continue the revegetation later this
year.

After assisting with the Landcare planting for Honda we earned $3,000 and
decided to purchase a new Epson projector jointly with FORP to use at our
meetings. This amounted to expenditure of $568.17

We have continued attending the Flemington Farmers Market on the third
Sunday of each month. This provides a wonderful opportunity to talk to people
about the park, give them a brochure and a map to encourage them to
(re)discover the park. We are most grateful to the market for this opportunity.

We sell our cards to support the production of the brochures and they are a
great encouragement for people to visit our stall. Thank you to those who
come to work at the stall and especially to Margaret for the beautiful cards.
Our cards are also available at the Parkville Post Office or by emailing me. In
this current environment, one visitor to the post office called them a lifesaver.
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The pond in the Native Garden is fenced
off for removing mud and mosquito fish.
Likely to have to be deferred as it is now
too wet.

Usually done in January.

Current Issues in the Park include:

Zoo Floodlights - The floodlights installed illegally are still a concern. The
Council is still assessing a permit application for the lights. They are on the
perimeter and are very intrusive. Kaye Oddie of FORP is following this up
diligently.

The Zoo has changed the angle of the
floodlights on the Zoos Victoria corporate
office building at the SE corner of the Zoo
compound, so they are now angled
horizontally. photos taken 15/3/20

The light spill is still significant onto the
footpath, onto the road and up into the
trees. The lights themselves are so bright that
their downward light is reflecting off the
building walls as well.

Report by K Oddie

City Trail Cyclists - We have had meetings with the Council about lighting on
the Capital City Trail near the bridge in Royal Park West and the need to reduce
speed on these steep sections of the trail to protect pedestrians. Meetings on
site have been cancelled at this stage but officers are working on possible
solutions.

Discussions are continuing with Orygen about restoring the vegetated parkland
adjacent to their site. A thicket area destroyed by Orygen’s demolition works
was home to many small birds. They have been asked to reinstate their fence
and the vegetation.



Amd C278 Sunlight to Public Spaces Policy - We have put in a submission in
support of the Amendment raised by the City of Melbourne. Hearings have
been deferred.

Pavilion Upgrades — Brens Ryder and Western Oval pavilions are proposed to
be rebuilt to improve facilities. No further developments occurring at this

time.

Tram Substation at RCH — preliminary work on redesign of larger substation

was started but now on hold.

Our logo is now in use as you can see. We are having some business cards
printed to hand to people we might visit in the park. One side will feature
RPPG the other side FoRP.

It is lovely to see the many people walking in the park. So much space in which
to exercise and stay safe. The circle with its snow dome like experience of 180
degree view of the sky lifts the spirits and clears the mind.

The park is so green and the air so fresh. | hope you have the chance to enjoy

this most special place.

Royal Park masterplan designer, Ron Jones' has described Royal  This beautiful park sparkles in the sun
Park, as 'a place where the earth swells, the dome of the sky soars
overhead and the horizon beckons'.

Now green like an emerald as autumn
| has begun
A place of peace and renewal for all
. Open space and fresh vistas to enthral
From the circle, edge to edge, the sky
unbroken flows
- Just vaguely at the edges the city outline
- shows
Crisp in the mornings, warmer with the
sun
Inspires and encourages each and every
one
So come and enjoy this gem beyond
compare
Free and embracing for all of us to share




