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D-DAY FOR ROYAL PARK 19" APRIL 1999

Angela Munro, Convenor, Royal Park Protection Group

embers will recall that a costly and inexplicable ‘review’ of the 1987 Royal Park
Master Plan was used (as we predicted), to legitimise the inclusion of internat-
ional standard, Commonwealth Games netball and hockey stadiums in Royal
Park. The Premier, Jeff Kennett, announced their construction in May 1998.

An entertainment and sports complex, the structure also incorporates state hockey
administrative headquarters — a Country Club in a parkland setting, per kind favour the
taxpayer. Contrary to the government ‘glossy’ circulated this month, there has been no
opportunity for community consultation on the Commonwealth Games facilities.
Indeed, discussion on the subject was forbidden by the hired facilitators of two public
meetings during the 1997 Master Plan Review, stage-managed by an intimidated Council.
Well before that review, the then CEO of the City of Melbourne, Andy Friend, had called
representatives of resident groups to his office in July 1996, informing them (and newly
elected ward councillors) of the State Government decision on Commonwealth Games
stadiums. A report to Council’s Planning Committee on August 4, 1998 confirms that
the State Government refused consideration of any sitc other than in Royal Park.

Government claims of ‘extensive community consultation’ are a complete fabrication. Equally false is the
published claim of ‘no loss of parkland’ and of the complex being ‘strategically located to minimise its impact
within the parkland and surrounding areas...judicious planting...” enabling ‘the building and surrounds to blend
with the parkland’. This facility for televised sport will be lit up like a beacon on the western hilltop, visible
across Melbourne.

In November 1998, following months of correspondence, submissions and investigation by the Royal Park Pro-
tection Group (including gaining access under FOI to the Stadiums Feasibility Study), the Minister for Planning, Rob
Maclellan, declared himself the Responsible Authority. He also amended the Melbourne Planning Scheme to allow
for a 3-storey stadium, covering an area comparable to a city block, along the western wall of the Zoo. It was a Project
of State Significance and therefore (perversely) required no public information or involvement. An Environmental
Impact Assessment, being discretionary, was dispensed with, despite the major environmental impacts identified in the
Feasibility Study — not least proximity to the Zoo and its rare and endangered animal breeding program.

Finding that in Victoria there is now no guarantee of parkland, the Royal Park Protection Group forged an
alliance with unionists and environmentalists, notably the forest campaigners of Friends of the Earth. We have
challenged and publicised denial of access, and the gutting and commercialisation of a public park permanently
reserved since the mid-nineteenth century. We are calling for an assessment of environmental impacts and of altern-
ative, readily available obsolete industrial sites on government owned inner city land or sports sites such as the VFL
Waverley Park.

Having signed the construction contract in mid-March (on the eve of the closure of the poll for the City of Mel-
bourne election), Multiplex (of Sydney Harbour toaster fame) fenced a 4-5 hectare construction site. This security
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fence was repeatedly dismantled by protesters, but completed by Monday April 19, when the carnage of clear-felling a
largely indigenous woodland began. 450 trees were lost that day and another 100 felled and chipped subsequently.

A private security guard earlier
fended off park users (with undue
force), explaining that this was
‘private property’. Approximately
thirty protesters gained access to the
site (some secured in trees), and
refused to leave, rejecting the charge
that they were breaching the peace
by impeding work, or that they were
illegally occupying parkland. Work
was then suspended for four hours
on grounds of safety and discussions
held with the CFMEU Secretary and
ASU Organiser. These unions, un-
like the ETU, indicated that they
would not respect a community picket, accepting the developer’s word that there would be no net loss in parkland or
trees and that the project was merely an upgrade of facilities.

The question of the legal basis for the development and our exclusion was one that baffled all concerned —
police and Multiplex employees included. Prior to our bodily removal by police, one by one, a member of the new
Land Management Committee for the site (an employee of the Major Projects Unit) read from a prepared script —
supposedly regulations relating to trespass. It claimed to ‘revoke our licence’ to use the Park, under regulations of the
City of Melbourne whose powers over the site, under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act, had specifically been removed!

We are now under no illusion that the subversion of democracy in Victoria deprives us of rights (and parkland)
we believed, to quote Premier Kennett’s preamble to the Constitution, to be ‘inviolable’. But the alliances we have
struck have produced a remarkable chemistry of skills, information, ages and backgrounds. Without such an alliance
the direct action, and huge media coverage we received, would not have been possible.

Undeterred by harassment over two weeks by a huge police presence at the community picket,
including mounted police and Special Force, we have pressed on.

First, we held a peaceful protest rally on May Day, adjacent to the barren construction site and
overlooking the playing fields and eucalypts of a sorely neglected but magnificent bushland park.

The ALP was well-represented by Lindsay Tanner, MHR, Glenyys Romanes, endorsed
candidate for Melbourne Province, Cr Martin Brennan, City of Melbourne, Cr Andrew Rowe, Mayor
of Moreland Council, and Cr Peter Gould, Moonee Valley Council.

These ALP representatives spoke out against the abuse of planning process and of the
opportunity for a ‘green Games’. We heard an inspirational speech by Professor Verity Burgmann,
co-author of Green Bans Red Union, and gained an insight into the greening of the Sydney Games
from Bob Symington, Green Games Watch 2000. The raising and bearing aloft of the Parkland Flag,
led by that alchemist, Rod Quantock, was memorable.

Second, we have engaged a solicitor and Queens Counsel to pursue our case as to the improper
use of the Park for a corporate stadium.

Third, we have negotiated with the 'CFMEU to meet with representatives of the unions, Multiplex, the Melbourne
City Council and the Office of Major Projects on May 25 at the Trades Hall. We will present our case for the
relocation of the stadiums and challenge the spurious claims of no net loss of parkland and vegetation, and of the
complex being merely an ‘upgrade’ of community facilities.

Fourth, we will publicise the impacts of the stadium light and noise on the Zoo, in particular on the elephants in
their new enclosure next to the stadiums. Harnessing expert advice, we will ensure community awareness of the
planned assault on captive birds and animals.

Finally, we will collaborate with parks groups and others across the state in a concerted campaign, targeting
swinging seats in the lead up to the State election.

The story is far from over. The Premier announced last week that a link between the Eastern and Tullamarine
Freeways — the “Cemetery Link” — would be privately funded, some of it under Royal Park, emerging in West Park-
ville.
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It is also proposed that the pioneering and architecturally
significant Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital, and two adjacent
institutional sites, be razed for an Athletes Village for 7,000, later
sold as private housing. This would involve the loss of up to 1,000
trees and of heritage buildings not protected under the new
Melbourne Planning Scheme.

But there’s a critical mass developing in the parks movement
and related coastal and river protection groups around the state.
And nothing could be more certain than that the Commonwealth
Games bidding process will unravel, as surely as has that of the
Sydney Olympic Games. It’s the same culture and it’s many of the
same personnel and organisations.

The battle for Royal Park will be a watershed in the development of a livable and sustainable Melbourne. The
jackboot may win in the short-term, but we shall overcome.

“Never doubt that a small group of people can ever change the world; in fact, it is the only thing that ever has.”
(Margaret Mead)

MEDIA VIEWS

construction of the Commonwealth Games 2006 hockey and netball complex. Protesters led by the Royal
Park Protection Group (RPPG) stopped the clearing work during the morning on this day and then blockaded
the site over the following two weeks. (See story above)

@ n 19® April, chainsaws and woodchipping machines were used to clearfell a huge area of west Royal Park for

These events were covered by all the major TV stations. 3AW ran hourly bulletins from the construction site
during 19% April and numbers of interviews were broadcast on ABC 3LO and 3CR. This environmental disaster
scarcely rated a mention in the mainstream print media. On 23% April, however, the Herald Sun published an
editorial stating that:

“Melburnians are passionate about their parks. And rightly so. They make a vital contribution to this
city’s deserved international reputation as the worlds most livable city.

“In the past 160 or so years more than 40% of the original 1011ha of inner parkland provided by Mel-
bourne s visionary planners has been officially filched for other uses.

“The angry protest this week against construction of a $27 million hockey and netball stadium at Royal
Park reflect the willingness of people to take to the barricades to prevent further alienation.

So far so good, but the editor continues: “As with the Save Albert Park Group, the Royal Park Protection
Group, though well-intentioned, seems as misguided as Robert O Hara Burke who set out fo a desert death
from Royal Park in 1860.”

Furthermore the Editor says: “They should be aware of damaging their cause by ‘beating about the bush’.”
(What bush? we ask)

On 29" April, the Herald Sun Editor did give the RPPG a right of reply. Under the heading ‘Disputing Park
Figures’, the letter reads:

. s

“The Herald Sun editorial (April 23) rightly recognized Ag'elbumigns’ devotion to parks, but accepted
]

without question misinformation about Commonwealth Gamegt’ tinder construction in Royal Park, put out by

State Government spin doctors.

“Sport Minister Reynolds claims that there will be no net loss of park land, that ‘new’ trees will be planted
to replace the 500 axed last week and that the Government is simply ‘upgrading’ community hockey and
netball facilities.

“Wrong. The new hockey/netball complex will cover the area of a city block (5.5ha) without roads and car
parks.

“This is nearly double the ‘footprint’ of existing facilities. The complex will be custom-built according to
international standards for the Commonwealth Games 2006 and for Olympic 2000 training.

“We can never be compensated for the loss of mature trees by a couple of truckloads of potted saplings.
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As the Editorial rightly acknowledges, parks are protected only by the vigilance of citizens’ groups such as
the Royal Park Protection Group.” (Julianne Bell, Secretary, Royal Park Protection Group Inc.)

When will the platitudes and distorted facts be replaced by genuine investigative journalism by the media into the
devastation of one of Melbourne’s biggest inner city parks and the Zoo? When will the media examine the lack of
process, removal of our democratic rights, the cost to the community, secret deals and the effect of alienating public

parkland for private profit?

“We’re not taking any trees out, we 're not having one inch of parkland taken up by this new centre.....” (Mr. Ron
Walker, Commonwealth Games Bid Chief, in 3AW radio interview on 20 November 1998 concerning the construction
of the Commonwealth Games 2006 hockey/netball stadiums in Royal Park.)

WHAT’S ON

Friday 21 May: Jack Mundey speaks on “Green Bans and Eco-Unionism into 21 Century” at 7.00pm at 8-Orr

Street Carlton, organized by Earthworker, ph. 9663-3745. Louncal Chamber —T—rid-%‘g H%&L
2 i R

Saturday 22 May:  Rally — ‘Building the Barricades’, Niddrie Quarry Action Group. (Protest Against Niddric
Toxic Waste Dump) 11.00am. Ph. 9379-1185 (Location — Melways Map Reference 15 G 9
Spring Gully Reserve)

Thursday 3 June:  Royal Park Protection Group Rally — ‘Save Our Elephants’. Meet 12 noon at steps of the GPO,
Bourke Street Mall City to protest about the impending devastation of the Zoo and the impact on
Zo0o animals, including the elephants, with the construction of stadiums next door in Royal Park.
Compere: Rod Quantock and speakers on elephants.
Volunteers for this action, please contact A, Munro on 9347-6560.

Monday 26 July: RPPG — Annual General Meeting, North Melbourne Library, 66 Errol Street, 7.30 pm.

RPPG MEETINGS

RPPG is holding Committee meetings on Monday nights at 7.30pm in the North Melbourne Library, 66 Errol Street
North Melbourne (near corner of Queensberry Street) and all members are welcome. Members’ meetings are held on
the last Monday of the month at the same venue. The next three meetings specifically for all members will be on
31 May, 28 June, and our Annual General Meeting on 26 July.

CALL TO MEMBERS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

We are embarking upon a number of legal challenges to the construction of the Commonwealth Games 2006
hockey/netball complex in Royal Park and are asking for urgent financial assistance from members and supporters.
Enclosed is a membership form with space for donations to the ‘Royal Park Protection Group Inc.’. For information
phone Margaret Finger, Treasurer, on 9481-0401 or Julianne Bell, Secretary, on 9347-6953 or 0408 022 408.
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/s this the end of West Royal Park?

RPPG News Bulletin, May 1999, Page 4




LEAVLS TROM
THE R.F.F.G.
A?T? ALBUM

QCCUPATION 9N §S/%/99 BY PROTESTORS T¢Q
AALT CLEARFLLLING ©F PARK




LEAVES FROM
THE R.P.P.G.
HOTO ALBUM

i P B

i

ﬁ’ICKET OF STADIUM CONSTRUCTI®N SITE APRIL 29




