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Action Review

Action over the 1997 Royal Park Master Plan

RPPG Request for Deferral of 1997
Master Plan

Media Coverage over Launch of Master
Plan (18 February)

As most members will be aware,
Council passed the “new” Master
Plan on 25 November 1997, des-
pite the campaign by the RPPG to
have the Plan deferred until a
proper cultural, heritage, and en-
vironmental study had been under-
taken and legal issues resolved.
Following representations made by
RPPG, Council made a number of
amendments to the 1997 Plan in-
cluding the requirement to have a
heritage study undertaken of the
Park with identification of Abor-
iginal sites of significance.

In February, wide media coverage
was given to RPPG’s criticisms of
the final Plan adopted by Council
and the fact that Council had not
seen fit to defer the Plan. Media
coverage included: ABC Radio
(news bulletins and 3LO Tonia
Roberts’ breakfast show); 3AK
John Hindle’s show; and articles
in the “The Age” and “The Mel-
bourne Times”.

“Heritage Study” by City of Mel-
bourne

The City of Melbourne appointed
a consultant to undertake the
“Heritage Study” as required un-
der the 1997 Royal Park Master

Plan. RPPG has concerns about
the consultant and the terms of the
consultancy. We were not able to
see a copy of the brief until well
after the Study commenced. No
tenders were called and we consid-
er that the Consultant selected by
Council staff to undertake the
Study has a conflict of interest and
cannot be regarded as independ-
ent. Only three months have been
allowed for completion of the
study of Royal Park (the biggest
Park in Melbourne with a rich
post-settlement history) and no
provision has been made for ass-
essment of Aboriginal sites of
significance.  (No professional,
historical analysis of Royal Park
has ever been undertaken).

Heritage Discovery in Royal Park — “The Walmsley House in Royal Park”

In February RPPG discovered “The Walmsley House” in the Australian Native Garden of Royal Park. The
building was manufactured by Walméley of London, hence the name. It is not “just a tin shed” but a unique,
prefabricated iron house of the mid-nineteenth century (the Victorian gold rush era). It was brought out to the
colony of Victoria in 1853 to 1854 for use as a public building — a military depot — and in 1862 it was moved to
Royal Park for the first official residence of the Park Ranger and Bailiff, Mr Frances Meaker. The family lived
there for 70 years. (The building is being used by Park contract gardeners).

RPPG has submitted a nomination for heritage classification with the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) with
the help of Dr Miles Lewis, an expert on colonial pre-fabricated iron buildings. “The Walmsley House” is still
under threat of demolition. Under the 1997 Royal Park Master Plan the building is to be razed, as is the magnifi-
cent golden elm in front of the house and surrounding mature trees. The find of this historic building has justified
the call by RPPG last November for deferral of implementation of the Master Plan until a proper heritage study of
Royal Park could be undertaken. “The Melbourne Times” covered the “discovery” of “The Walmsley House” in
several editions.
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Appeal to Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) over Urban Camp Development

As co-appellants the RPPG and the Parkville Association challenged the issue of a permit by the City of Melbourne
to the Urban Camp Melbourne Co-operative for a hotel/hoste! development in Royal Park. The hearing was at the
AAT on 11 February. We opposed the development as it would result in alienation of parkland; increase in traffic
and parking; and effectively result in the demolition of “Anzac Hall”, an historic building from the World War II
army encampment in Royal Park. Coverage was given in “The Melbourne Leader” and “The North Melbourne

News”.

The Premier of Victoria had approved funding of $1.145 million from the Community Support (Casino) Fund for
the development of accommodation for sportspeople attending the hockey and netball centres, i.e., in preparation
for the Commonwealth Games events proposed for Royal Park.

On 31 March the AAT made a determination to disallow the Appeal, disregarding the advice by Heritage Victoria
that “Anzac Hall” is being considered for nomination for inclusion on the Heritage Register of Victoria. The
RPPG and the Parkville Association are considering legal advice about further action. Our thanks go to all
members who assisted with the Appeal.

Nomination of “Anzac Hall” for Inclusion on the State Heritage Register

RPPG submitted the nomination to Heritage Victoria for “Anzac Hall” plus the remaining gateposts and sentry
boxes on Brens Drive to be considered as a site of State significance. These buildings were part of the huge World
War II Australian military encampment in Royal Park. It was one of the biggest recruiting centres in Victoria with
500 recruits a day being enlisted and then trained during the War. The RSL has supported our nomination.

The RPPG has made representations to the Lord Mayor to halt any issue of a permit for development of the Urban
Camp. In our view any action should be halted until the City of Melbourne has completed its Heritage Study (to
include an assessment of “Anzac Hall”) and until Heritage Victoria has considered the RPPG nomination of
“Anzac Hall”.

Campaign over Commonwealith Games Venues and Village for Royal Park

Our campaign to have the hockey and the netball venues plus the “It is unfair to steal the public’s parkland
athletes’ village for the Commonwealth Games 2006 relocated simply because an individual has proposed
from Royal Park to more appropriate sites continued. Discussions a scheme to build a massive cathedral on
have been held with our newly elected Councillor, Kevin it. Ibitterly oppose the concept of stealing
Chamberlin, and Council staff. In this quarter, we have met with parkland.” — The Hon. J. G. Kennett,
State and Federal Members of Parliament and our State Member Hansard, Legislative Assembly, p. 502, 1
for Melbourne, Mr Neil Cole, to discuss this issue. October 1985,

Standing Committee on Royal Park with City of Melbourne

The RPPG meeting for February with Council staff discussed the Heritage Study of Royal Park and the problems
associated with the health of trees in the Park — the high rate of diseased and dying trees evident over the past six
months is a matter of great concern. Our request for a status report on all mature trees in Royal Park is to be
investigated.

Also to be acted upon is our request to gease the practice of installing concrete blocks under park seats throughout
all parks. (This is destructive of trees as roots have to be cut). It was agreed that the seats and rubbish bin would
be removed from around the River Red Gum in the Australian Native Garden according to the recommendation
made by the National Trust, with a view to protecting the tree.

Parks and Recreation staff also promised to provide the arboriculturist’s report on the dying poplar trees in Story
Street, Parkville and a copy of the Master Plan for levers Reserve, Parkville.

New Web Site

Qur thanks to new member David Wilson, who has set up a web site about RPPG. Now enquiries from the public,
including students doing projects on parks, can be directed to the following location:
http//:www.users.bigpond.com/deedub/index.htm
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Park Alert

We are reviving the ParkWatch movement in view of the incidents involving the public removing timber from
Royal Park with chainsaws. All members and all Park users are asked to ring the Park Rangers if you see anyone
cutting up timber in the Park. Park contractors are now leaving fallen branches and logs to provide habitat (unless
it is not safe). Please ring Terry Townsend on 04-1225-2775 or John Cropper on 04-1225-2772 (either should be

on duty).

Major Events

“Clean Up Australia Day” (CUAD) in Royal Park on Sunday 1 March

RPPG organised a CUAD in Royal Park on Sunday
I March. Attention was focussed on the area of
remnant indigenous vegetation around the Urban
Camp site and along the railway cutting. Thanks to
the 40 people or so (including children) who
volunteered to devote their Sunday to Royal Park.
Besides litter, finds included car parts, tyres, a TV
set, and the ubiquitous supermarket trolleys. See
photos of our volunteer workforce.

CUAD coincided with Land Care Week, and Recon-
ciliation with Indigenous Australians was a theme of
the day. Our event was given coverage by ABC
Radio 3LO on 3 news bulletins on the Sunday
morning.

Angela Munro, RPPG convenor, with young v&!ﬁnt'e:elr's on CUAD
in Royal Park

Volunteer family on CUAD in Rayél Park find use for abandoned supermarke
trolley

on the railway cutting
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Bird Watching in Royal Park on Sunday 22 March

Bird observers picnic in Australian Native Garden after RPPG walk

The inaugural event on the RPPG bird watching program in Royal Park was held on 22 March. Alan Reid, well-
known commentator on ABC Radio and President of the Gould League, led the walk with about 20 members and
friends. Colin Smith, a RPPG member, had already done a preliminary survey of the Park’s birds and we managed
to add to his list. 35 species were noted. Thanks to Alan Reid for this opportunity to study Royal Park’s birds
with expert guidance. Coverage was given to this event and to the issue of environmental degradation in Royal

" Park on the John Faine show — ABC Radio 3LO. See photo of some of the birdwatching group relaxing over
lunch in the Australian Native Garden, Contact Julianne Bell for Colin Smith’s bird list of Royal Park. (This was
updated after our walk.)

Future Events

Members’ Meeting 26 May 1998

The next members’ meeting will be held on Tuesday 26 May at 7 pm in the College Church Hall, Gatehouse
Street, Parkville. Qur guest speaker will be Mr Chris Larcombe, Chief Executive Officer, Zoological Parks and
Gardens Board (Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens, Healesville Sanctuary, and Victoria’s Open Range Zoo ai
Werribee). He will speak on The Rdles of Zoos in Community Activity. Members and friends are urged to take
this unique opportunity to meet Mr Larcombe. Contact Julianne Bell for information.

Birdwatching Open Day with Alan Reid at Glenburn

Alan Reid has invited the RPPG to an open day at his property at Glenburn in country Victoria for bird observing
on 6 June. Contact Julianne Bell for nfaps and dircections on how to get to Glenburn (60 kms from Melbourne) and
also to advise if you need a lift.
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