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The RPPG, over the last year has been involved in battling the East West Link (EWL) and then follow up issues associated with it plus a number of other areas of concern.  These are listed below.
Issues over the past year included: 

· E-W Link   
· After the disappointing result from the Planning Panel Hearings we (RPPG and PPL VIC) were involved with a number of large protest groups in the lead up to the State Election.

· Thankfully, the election of the Andrews Government put pay at last to EWL.
· However, as a note of caution on ABC 774, 12 October Minister Hunt in discussion with Jon Faine spoke about the need for this link yet again.   

· Our “postcards” asking for protection of the park were delivered to the Premiers office.

· We again thank all the work put in by RPPG and PPL VIC members to this campaign.

· A celebration of the “victory” in saving our park has been scheduled for Sunday November 15th from 2pm at the Australian Native Garden Royal Park for afternoon tea.  All welcome.
· Heritage Listing

· The proposal to remove the exemptions granted for the EWL is still in progress as we speak.  Currently out for public comment.  If there are no opponents to the removal then this should be completed in the next few months.
· Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) and return of parkland.  
· The Return to Royal Park project area was completed.  Technically the MCC failed to get a planning permit for the works which have spread beyond the returned land of the old hospital.  Although not “returned” per the Royal Park Master Plan the playground has been a huge attraction for families.  

· The MCC is to build another “silver” toilet block be placed on the Gatehouse St., entrance to the playground.   We tried to have this deleted (use other facilities nearby) or to have relocated to near the hotel without any success yet.  
· Development issues
· Flemington Oval has been reworked using monies derived from the Linking Melbourne Authority (EWL).  The development includes surface renewal, (large) changing rooms and lighting.  We tried to get the changerooms to be placed per the Master Plan (at the tram line terminus area) and that lighting (prepared by Dr Barry Clark, submitted by PPL VIC) should not be allowed (on health grounds as well as not being in line with the Master Plan).  The lights are yet to be erected.  Late notice: Notice of a planning permit for installation of sports light towers on the Flemington Sports Ground in Royal Park has been issued this week (21 Oct) by Heritage Victoria. PPL VIC proposes to object to the destructive impact of light spill from sports light towers on Royal Park, the Royal Children's Hospital and surrounding residential areas. Royal Park is officially a dark park at night.
· Balloon landings – PPL VIC contacted MCC and put a stop to landings on the grasslands.  We queried why they could not land on sports field areas and were told that pick-up vehicle traffic would damage underground services.

· Wetlands Pollution – one of our members observed paint residue in the wetlands and reported this to the relevant authorities.  Unfortunately nothing further was done to trace the source of this.  Clean up and maintenance of this area is under Melbourne Water.

· The RCH hotel complex has applied for a liquor licence for their café.  It does not appear that this will spill into the external park area…
· Cricket Practice Nets near Poplar Ave are being redeveloped replacing similar nets that were away from the edge of the park.  We asked if these could be moved however the works were already underway.
· Some of the above issues highlight the issue we have being kept informed of developments in the park and often we are finding out from members who see something and bring it to our notice.  We have approached the MCC to provide us with notification of these sort of projects.

Community Involvement: 
· RPPG supported City of Melbourne community plantings in Royal Park last May/June 2015.
· We helped out with removal of the exotic weed African Broom in the Remnant Vegetation Site in early September 2015.

· Supervision of plantings in Royal Park by a large contingent of students from Trinity College, University of Melbourne late September 2015.

· We again participated in the Spring Fling Festival in North Melbourne (18 Oct) to raise community awareness of the Royal Park.
Website:  We have upgraded, and dramatically improved, our website.  It now has lots of good current and historical information and links. I am particularly proud of the timeline of events which shows how the park has been whittled away over the years.
Continuing issues:

· There is still a need for better communication with the City of Melbourne so that developments are communicated to groups like us and FoRP and the community in general in a timely manner and that “consultation” is real rather than nominal.  
I would like to end by thanking all our RPPG members, friends and allies for assisting over the years with all the hard work involved in rallies, protests, blockades, publicity stunts, attending meetings and keeping the Government arid Council under constant surveillance . As usual I will end with a well known quote from Patrick White at a 1972 Rally, Centennial Park, Sydney.

"Your parks are your breathing spaces. Guard them, cherish them. Parkland is valuable and greedy eyes see the money in it. So you must always be on the alert. Hang onto your breathing spaces in this developing and already over-congested city. Protect your parks from the pressure of political concrete." 
Paul Leitinger Convenor Royal Park Protection Group October 2015
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